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Items of Interest

Dr. Kirsten Frederickson
Welcome, horse lovers, to the fall edition of our newsletter. I
would like to extend a big thank you to everyone for hanging in
there with us through our transitions as we grow. Thanks to
great participation in the Routine Care Days, our busy spring
went better that expected. We will continue to offer them and
have posted the fall schedule on the back of the newsletter. The
schedule will also be posted on our website and Facebook page.
These are also a great places to get our current communications
for things that pop up between newsletter mailing. We will be
planning a fun new event this winter to replace the open house
so please watch for this.
With our increased number of vets and support staff we have
more ability to serve you and your equines. Check out Dr.
Megan’s bio inside.
Occasionally clients are still unaware of some of our services
so we have listed the recent additions farther down on this page.
If you have any questions regarding what we offer or how it may
help your horse please feel free to call.

Fall 2016

Mission Statement:
At Sunrise Equine we are committed to helping improve the
lives of horses and their owners. We work collaboratively to
apply our knowledge and skills, and to educate our clients. We
are here for owners and horses in their time of need, and will
advocate for the best interest of both. We work ethically and
with integrity in everything we do.

Cat Castration Day
To help reduce the cat overpopulation problem, we
are once again neutering male cats at a reduced fee.
When: Saturday, October 22nd, 2016
Cost: 1 cat - $70
2 cats - $60 each
3 or more - $50 each
Vaccinations available: PRCC $16.00
Rabies $11.00
Nail Trim: $5.00
Drop your cat off Saturday morning between 8-9
am and pick him up between 2-3 pm. Cats MUST
be in a carrier with a blanket.
Please call to make your cats’ appointment!

Please “Like” us on Facebook!
Keep updated with the horse
news you need to know.
OUR NEWEST SERVICES!








Professional Equine Chiropractic
Upper Airway Endoscopy
Gastric Endoscopy
Advanced Ultrasound
Shockwave Therapy
Eye Pressure Checks
Feline Spays (winter only)
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2016 Minnesota West Nile Outbreak
By Dr. Michelle Wiberg
West Nile Encephalomyelitis is a viral disease transmitted primary by mosquitoes. The disease is characterized by central nervous
system dysfunction and can be fatal. Symptoms are highly variable and can include signs of discomfort or anxiety, hypersensitivity to
sights, sounds, and touch, lameness, low-grade fever, or malaise. Neurologic signs can include muzzle twitching, impaired vision, aimless
wandering, head pressing, circling, inability to swallow, irregular gait, trembling, lack of coordination, weakness, muscle contractions,
paralysis, convulsions, and death. Once signs appear, the death rate is approximately 33%, but can reach 60-80% in horses experiencing
paresis. In horses that do recover, owners report long term effects in about 10% of horses.
The disease was first found in North America in 1999. The disease swept across the country in the following years and has
affected over 25,000 horses since. Vaccination against West Nile Virus is extremely effective at preventing disease. Vaccinating against
West Nile Virus became the norm for most horse owners in the early 2000’s. Over the years, the number of positive cases dwindled and
with the majority of horses vaccinated, it seemed the disease had nearly died out in our area in the last few years. With no word of any
recent West Nile cases, some horse owners began to overlook the need for yearly vaccination against West Nile Virus. Unfortunately, this
year’s wet warm weather was the perfect breeding ground for mosquitoes and the reemergence of the disease. To date, there have been 16
confirmed positive West Nile Cases in Minnesota this year, and several more in surrounding states. All horses were unvaccinated, had an
unknown vaccination status, or did not receive the series of two initial vaccines.
It is recommended that naïve horses receive two doses of the vaccine 3-4 weeks apart and yearly vaccination thereafter. With our
seasonal mosquito season, it is recommended to give the annual West Nile vaccine prior to the onset of mosquito season. Foals can be first
vaccinated at 3-4 months of age and mares should be boostered about 1 month prior to foaling. To the right is a chart from the Minnesota
Board of Animal Health stating information about the 16 confirmed reported cases of West Nile Encephalomyelitis.

Welcome Our New Doctor! Megan McGaver, DVM
We are very excited to announce that Dr. Megan McGaver has joined our team at Sunrise
Equine! Dr. Megan graduated from the University of Minnesota– College of Veterinary Medicine in
2015. She then completed a yearlong internship at Wisconsin Equine Clinic and Hospital and has
developed special interests in lameness, dentistry, ophthalmology, internal medicine, geriatric care,
and preventative medicine.
Dr. Megan developed a passion for horses at a young age. She got her first horse Misty
when she was 9 years old and became involved in the Anoka County 4H program. After a couple
years, she outgrew Misty and then started to learn on her Paint named Sundance. Dr. Megan quickly
advanced with Sundance and showed for many years at the State 4H show. She also competed in
open local shows in both pleasure and games. She still has him today and enjoys trail riding with
him. Additionally, she became very involved in the Quiz Bowl and Hippology Team while in 4H.
She was a team captain for many years, and took her team to Nationals.
After graduating from St. Francis High School, she completed her Bachelor in Animal
Science at University of Wisconsin River Falls. During her undergrad, she competed on the Western
Intercollegiate Horse Show Association team. She also spent her extra time volunteering at Walk On
Therapeutic Riding Center. In Dr. Megan’s spare time she enjoys spending time outdoors doing
activities like running, camping, and cross- country skiing. She also still enjoys getting out
horse-back riding on the trails when she can.
Megan is excited to join Sunrise Equine. She is excited to meet the clients and the horses in the area. We are fortunate to have
Dr. Megan and her passion for equine medicine join our practice. Please join us in welcoming Dr. Megan McGaver to Sunrise Equine!
Megan & Sundance at 08’ State Horse Show

One of the Budweiser Clydesdale’s
Megan worked on during an externship

Megan & Sundance at 09’ State
Horse Show
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Date
Confirmed
8/2/2016
8/3/2016
8/9/2016
8/12/2016
8/12/2016
8/16/2016
8/18/2016
8/24/2016
8/26/2016
8/26/2016
8/26/2016
8/30/2016
9/2/2016
9/7/2016
9/13/2016
9/21/2016
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Confirmed West Nile Virus cases in MN in 2016
County: City, age, breed, sex, status
Sibley: Winthrop, Minnesota. 1.5yo Friesian stallion. Euthanized on 8/5/16 due to progression of the disease.
Mille Lacs: Milaca, Minnesota. Draft cross stallion receiving supportive care. Able to stand, eat and drink
on its own.
Todd: Bertha, Minnesota. 6yo Standardbred gelding euthanized on 7/30/16 due to progression of disease.
Polk: McIntosh, Minnesota. 4yo draft mare is uncoordinated, able to stand and walk.
Renville: Sacred Heart, Minnesota. 8yo QH gelding euthanized on 8/10/16 due to progression of disease.
Winona: Utica, Minnesota. Morgan mare receiving supportive care and is on its feet and slowly improving.
Chisago: Stanchfield, Minnesota. 8yo Appaloosa gelding show horse having difficulty standing on its own.
Kanabec: Ogilvie, Minnesota. 7yo Belgian mare slowly recovering from disease.

During
Clearwater: Before
Clearbrook, Minnesota. 7yo Fjord mare. Died
from disease progression.
Mower: Austin, Minnesota. 10yo QH gelding. Fully recovered
New hoof
growth
Todd: Verndale, Minnesota. 2yo Appaloosa gelding. Horse
drowned in a pond.

2.5 months
Later

Kanabec: Grasston, Minnesota. 2yo stallion. Recovering after treatment.
Becker: Frazee, Minnesota. 8yo Paint mare. Recovering and able to stand and eat on its own.
Goodhue: Red Wing, Minnesota. 3yo Shire filly. Recovering from the disease.
Marshall: Newfolden, Minnesota. 2yo QH gelding. Neurologic symptoms; recovering from the disease
Morrison: Motley, Minnesota. QH gelding unable to stand without assistance

Vaccination Status
Not Vaccinated
Not Vaccinated
Not Vaccinated
Not Vaccinated
Not Vaccinated
Not Vaccinated
Not Vaccinated
Not Vaccinated
Vaccination Unknown
1 dose in Spring 2016
First vaccine on 8/9
Vaccination Unknown
Not Vaccinated
Not Vaccinated
Not Vaccinated
Not Vaccinated

Fall Vaccine Recommendations:
Hopefully your horse received the recommended vaccines in the Spring which may have included Eastern/Western Encephalitis, West Nile,
Tetanus, Flu, Rhino, Rabies, Potomac and Strangles, depending on your horse’s needs and risks. Due to the recent West Nile outbreak, we
are recommending horses be boostered for West Nile if it has been longer than 6 months since vaccination. If you are competing at any
USEF or other larger shows, proof of EHV (Rhino) vaccination by a veterinarian may be required within 6 months. If you like to split up
your vaccines, Rabies, Lyme, and Lepto are good vaccines to have done in the fall. We are continuing to use the dog Lyme vaccine in horses
and studies have shown that horses do amount an immune response to the vaccine. There is potential for an Equine Lyme vaccine in the future. Lepto EQ is an new vaccine this year and is recommended in appaloosas and other horses at an increased risk of uveitis.

Strategic Dewoming Recommendations
We used to want horses to be parasite free. In order to
prevent resistant worms, the new goal is to maintain a
low level of parasites.
Spring Recommendation:
Fecal: to know your horse’s parasite load.
If fecal count is low and the horse is healthy, do 2 fecals
per year and deworm in the fall.
If fecal count is high, deworm in spring and run another
fecal 2-3 weeks after deworming to check effectiveness
of dewormer.
Fall Recommendation:
All horses should be dewormed with an ivermectin/
praziquantal product after the first hard frost to kill bots
and tapeworms along with other intestinal parasites.
*There are a few horses who will need to be dewormed
every 8 weeks but this is the minority.
We will be happy to discuss your horse’s specific needs.

Fall Routine Care Days!

Dates to Remember:

Cat Castration Day October 22nd

Address Correction Requested

Sunrise Equine Veterinary Services
39318 Poor Farm Road
North Branch, MN 55056

Dates



Cities



#
North Branch, Harris, Sunrise, Rush City

Fall Routine Care Days: Sept-Dec. 1st.
See schedule on the back!

1
Grantsburg, Siren, Webster, Danbury



2
Frederick, Cushing, Luck, Milltown

Winter Dental Special: November
through February. Office call will be free
when you bring your horse(s) to our
heated barn for dental floating!

3

In an effort to reduce our doctors’ travel time, thus allowing more time to serve our
clients, we are offering HALF PRICE FARM CALLS if you are able to schedule
your horses’ routine and preventative care on the days we have designated a doctor
will be in your area!
Routine and preventative care includes: wellness exams, dental exams and power
dental floats, vaccinations, Coggins, sheath cleanings, recheck exams, fecal egg
counts, and de-wormings.
Please look through the chart below, find your city or nearby city, and determine
which Zone you fall in. Pick one of the dates we will be in your Zone and give us a
call to schedule your appointment. We ask that you are flexible with your
appointment time, and call at least a week in advance. Priority will be given to those
that call first. We will call you the day before the appointment and give you a 2 hour
window during which the doctor will arrive. We will call again the day of the
appointment to notify you that the doctor is on their way. Please have your horses
caught and ready for their veterinary visit.
Preventative care days are intended for clients with only a few horses who are
looking for ways to save a little money without their horses having to leave the
farm. If you have 10 or more horses, please call and schedule a barn day where you
will receive an additional discount and have to option to request a doctor. If the
dates listed do not work with your schedule or if you have other work that you
would like done on your horse, as always, you may call and schedule an
appointment at your convenience. If you are able to coordinate your visit with your
neighbor(s), we are still willing to offer discounted farm calls.
Give our office a call to schedule your appointment. Call early for best availability!

4

6

5

Shafer, Taylors Falls, St. Croix Falls, Centuria, Balsam Lake, Dresser, Osceola, Amery
Stacy, Wyoming, Chisago City, Lindstrom,
Scandia, Forest Lake
Isanti, East Bethel, Bethel, St. Francis, Ham
Lake
Cambridge, Stanchfield, Braham, Dalbo

7
8

Rock Creek, Pine City, Grasston, Mora,
Brook Park
Hinkley, Sandstone, Askov, Finlayson

Sept. 19th, Oct. 4th & 19th,
Nov. 4th & 17th
Sept. 20th, Oct. 5th & 20th,
Nov. 7th & 18th
Sept. 21st, Oct. 6th & 21st,
Nov. 8th & 21st
Sept. 22nd, Oct. 7th& 24th,
Nov. 9th & 22nd
Sept. 23rd, Oct. 10th & 25th,
Nov. 10th & 23rd
Sept. 26th, Oct. 13th,
Nov. 1st, 11th, & 30th
Sept. 27th, Oct. 14th & 31st,
Nov. 14th & 29th
Sept. 28th, Oct. 17th,
Nov. 3rd, 15th, & 28th
Oct. 3rd & 18th, Nov. 2nd & 16th,
Dec. 1st

9

